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*xx*x* Excerpt from History, Its Place in a Liberal Education Address Grote proposes in his History of Greece to set forth, Hellenic phenomena as
illustrative of Hellenic mind and character; - to exhibit a general picture, the points of resemblance as well as of contrast with modern society, and
the action of the social system. Sir James Stephens, viewing history as a drama of which retribution is the law, opinion the chief agent, and the
improvement and ultimate happiness of our race, the appointed though remote catastrophe, asserts that, to trace out the progress of public
opinion in moulding the character and condition of the nations is the highest office of History. Taine would read as in a mirror, the laws of historical
development in individual manifestations; and these again in the unconscious out-cropping of literary endeavor. Michelet epigrammatically says:
Thierry called history narrative; and M. Guizot, analysis. | have named it resurrection, and it will retain the name. With one it is fact and individual
man; with another, philosophy; the third strives by force of imagination to summon into life the image of the perished. To these three views of
History, or their combinations, all writing or study of History must in the main conform; and yet to my mind they do not convey an exact, clear, and
full conception of the idea we seek. You will pardon me therefore it | attempt a definition, which | shall then endeavor to verify: History is mails true
record of whatever is general, important, and ascertained, in the living past of humanity. In order to measure the value of this definition let us first
consider the widest possible meaning...
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